Eric Whitehead (1945-2021)
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Eric had been living in The Gambia for many years when he died, very suddenly, in 
January this year. 
He has helped GETS for most of that time, transforming the original Sunrise building 
into a school for nearly 400 children, with many new facilities. 
Eric lived in a number of places away from the tourists, who he generally "tolerated". 
Living in Kitty, beyond Brikama, gave him a "real Gambia" feel for life and strong links 
to the local community, whom he also supported in many ways.

Eric had many skills, hobbies and careers which made him a font of knowledge

on lots of things and although he was a private person, he occasionally

showed some of his wide and varied past when suggesting how to get things

done.  An essential ability in The Gambia.

  

During his later life he moved to Sanyang and helped others with

development, after retiring from working with GETS at the Sunrise Centre. We

all knew a different Eric. Some saw a thick skinned individual, soft on the

inside (I used to call him an Armadillo). Others a family man; Jamie his son

said " Granddad Africa" as my little boy Joshua calls him, Pappa Smurf as I

used to tease him.... the most caring man I have ever known ...

 
One thing is very clear, we'll never forget Eric.

 

